GIFFORD GOLF CLUB
BIRDIE BOOK 2025

This booklet is intended to help new members with club information including details of the competitions and
social events that take place during the year. Please contact anyone in the table below if you have any queries or
difficulties in entering any of the competitions and if you would like help to put in cards for your handicap.

Club Captain Peter Imrie 07913 605599 captain@giffordgolfclub.com
Vice Captain lan Whyte 07866 369505 handicaps@giffordgolfclub.com
Handicap Secretary lan Whyte 07866 369505 handicaps@giffordgolfclub.com
Finance Manager Gwyn Jones | 01620 810267 secretary@giffordgolfclub.com
Club Manager Gavin 01620810591 opt 2 | secretary@giffordgolfclub.com

Kynoch
Clubhouse/Starter Andy, 01620 810591 opt 1

Shirley
Greenkeepers Jamie

Martin, Blair

Shearer

The club website is at Gifford Golf Club and we’re on Facebook at Gifford Golf Club. You can also follow
#giffordgolfclub on Instagram and @giffordgolfclub on X (Formerly Twitter)

The Club mainly uses email to communicate with members. It is important to keep your contact details up to date
— tell the secretary of any changes.

The Fixtures for the year are in your Fixture Card, which is issued when you join/renew membership, and on the
website. Notice boards in the clubhouse and changing rooms have details of competitions and events.

Golf Apps for your Mobile Phone
There are 4 Apps, which it is advisable to download and register for;
BRS Golf

E%SLF Sports
[ open J

this App is used to book tee-times at Gifford Golf Club. You will be issued a number on joining the club.

HowDidiDo

Sports

this App is used to enter competitions.

P My Scottish Golf
Handicap management

and more
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this App is used to track your scores and handicap. To register you will require your Scottish Golf
membership number (CDH) which is issued to you when you submit your first scorecard for handicap

Rules of Golf 2023

Sports

this App gives access to all the rules of golf

When signing up to each you should use the same email address that you use to receive emails from Gifford
Golf Club.

Your Handicap

To be able to play in medals and other competitions a golf handicap is required. The system that manages
handicaps is called the World Handicap System (WHS). In this system, every golfer is issued with a ‘Handicap
Index’ (HI). To play any specific course you need to look up your Course Handicap (CH), found in a look-up chart in
every golf club. The Scottish Golf app can also do this- select WHS Course Handicap Calculator.

Longniddry - Longniddry ~ Cancel
© My Profile

e iMyAccaunt Scotland v Golf Course (WHS™ Rated) + Handicap Index ~ 24.5

Q’ My Competitions

Male Female 18H 9H
TRANENT
=% Friends v i
Messages Longniddry - East Lothian Ladies... Women's White COUI’SE Hde
7km WHS™ Rated
£X Notification Settings Crse Rating: 76.9 Slope: 136 Par: 76 30
Longniddry - Longniddry
7km WHS™ Rated
Q,  Player Search / Peer Review 1
) Longniddry - Loretto School Women's Yellow Course Hde
M8 WHS Course Handicap Calculator R WHS™ Rated Crse Rating: 75.6 Slope: 133 par:73 31
€3 About Scottish Golf
Longniddry - ProDreamUSA
[E R&A Rules of Golf 7km WHS™ Rated Women's Red Course Hdcp
) Royal Musselburgh - Royal Muss... Crse Rating: 74.2 Slope: 129 Par:73 29
Slgn:ciut skm WHS™ Rated
20 (Production)
7 Royal Musselburgh - Loretto Sch... Women's Blue Course Hdcp
e i Yo s Q ‘Q.y . B WHE™ Rated Crse Rating: 70.6 Slope: 114 Par:69 26

In a stroke play (where players compete based on comparing total score for a round) or stableford (where a
points system is based on the number of shots taken per hole*), the Course Handicap is reduced to 95% to give a
Playing Handicap. The detailed calculations for this can cause the Playing Handicap to appear 1 stroke more or
less than would be calculated by taking a simple 95% of the Course Handicap. Thankfully computers work it out
all out for you.

*for a more detailed description go to the R&A Rules of Golf App (see above)

If you need further information, lan Whyte is the Handicap Secretary and can be contacted as in the table above.
The Player Reference Guide summarises the handicap system and can be accessed via the R&A app.

Scottish Golf have a website which explains all aspects in detail. It can be accessed here: Scottish Golf WHS Details
To Get Your Handicap Index (HI) For The First Time

e To get a handicap you need to submit cards totalling 54 holes, which can be in any combination of 9 or 18
hole scores.

e When playing for initial handicap it is best to use manual scorecards rather than the various electronic
systems. Before playing a round that you want to qualify for Handicap, you must signal that intent by
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signing in the “General Play Register” in the clubhouse. If the clubhouse is closed, email
handicaps@giffordgolfclub.com to record intent. As this is for the record no reply will be sent. Ask
another golfer with a handicap to mark a manual scorecard for you (if you don’t know anyone then please
ask a member of the committee)

Scorecards are available in the clubhouse or in the small wooden box on the windowsill if the clubhouse is
closed

e There are 3 different types of cards available (9 hole, 18 hole, 18 hole extended) but any can be used if
they are completed correctly (except don’t use a 9 hole card for an 18 hole round, obviously).
e Mark the top of the scorecard with ‘For Handicap’ (A) and mark card to indicate the tees you will play (B)

Please indicate
COMPETITION -18 Hole A which e used
= Course | Playing | PAR | CR | SR ‘ v

DATE H'cal |H‘r.ap
——-gf - 70 692 | 128 ([
| lelm m]

Alayer A
e Ensure, via the starter, there is not more than 1 temporary green in operation

e Swap cards with your playing partner, inputting their score in the player A column and your own in the
marker column

e Play your round ensuring that all holes have a score (C) and the card is signed by you and your marker (D)
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e Don’t worry of you have a nightmare score on a hole. All scores for handicap are capped at Par + 5. If you
reach that score on a hole, it’s ok to pick up and move on to the next hole. (Note that once you have a
handicap, the cap operates differently, see below)

e Pop the signed and dated card (E&F see above) into the ‘big wooden box’ in the Clubhouse or the post
box at the secretary’s office remembering to ensure both you and your marker have signed the card.(D)

e Onreceipt of your first card for handicap you will be allocated a Scottish Golf member number (also
known as a CDH number). This will be emailed to you.

e Repeat the above until 3 x 18 holes or 6 x 9 holes or a combination of both accumulating to 54 holes are
played. A handicap index will then be calculated for you

e Once you have a handicap index you can then submit General Play Scores. There is no limit on how many
general play scores can be submitted and members are encouraged to enter scores at every opportunity.

Before you get your handicap, you can play in competitions, but you are not eligible to win a prize in the
competition.
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Keeping Your HI Up TO Date — Recommended

Under the World Handicap System (WHS), if you remain a member of an affiliated golf club there is no
need to put cards in to retain your handicap, your handicap will automatically roll forward - however you
are encouraged to put General Play Scores in frequently.

To play in some competitions you will need to have submitted at least 3 cards in the previous year

General Play Scores (previously known as Supplementary Cards) Using A Manual Scorecard

Ask another golfer with a handicap to mark a manual scorecard for you.

Either sign the book of General Play scores or log in to the CSI terminal (both in clubhouse) to record that
you are doing a round for General Play Score

Mark the top of the scorecard with ‘General Play Score’ and clearly mark the tees you will be playing from
Ensure, with the starter, there is no more than 1 temporary green in play

Play your round ensuring that all holes have a score, and the card is signed by yourself and your playing
partner. Itis ok to pick up on a hole if you’re getting into difficulty. Enter ‘NR’ as your score for that hole.
You will be given a ‘net double bogie’ for that hole.

Ensure the card is fully completed (i.e. signed, dated and legible)

If you’re using the PSI terminal, enter your scores there and put the signed and dated card into the ‘big
wooden box’. If not using the terminal, put the card straight into the box. If the clubhouse is closed you
should post the card through the box outside the secretary’s office

Cards from organised competitions

We use the PSI terminal for club competitions. The procedure is much the same as for a manual
card above except the card is prepared for you and instead of signing the book or logging into
the PSI terminal, you check in with the starter. You enter your scores in the PSI terminal after
play.

Further information below in the ‘Entering Medals’ section

.General Play Scores Using the Scottish Golf App

Ask another golfer with a handicap to mark your score

Open the Scottish Golf App when you are at the golf course you are playing at

Select ‘Scorecards’ at the bottom of the screen

Select ‘Create’ (top right of screen)

Select the course you are playing at e.g. Gifford

Select ‘Marker’ (which in this case means the tees you will be using) then the number of holes you are
playing —9 or 18. You will be presented with the options for White, Yellow or Red markers. The tee name
will be followed by F9 if you selected a 9 hole round.

Select ‘Create Scorecard’. Tap the scorecard to move to the next screen and tap ‘Start Round’.

Ensure there is no more than 1 temporary green in operation

Play your round either entering your score after each hole on the App or by keeping a manual scorecard
and submitting the scores on the App at the end of the round (recommended). It is not possible to
finalise the score on the app until a certain time has elapsed since starting. This is approx. 3 hrs for 18
holes and 1.5 hrs for 9 holes

Confirm your score after checking it is accurate. Sign on the next screen and select the name of your
marker (attester) who also signs. Save, and wait for confirmation that your score has been uploaded.
You must ensure this is all complete before you leave the golf course. Penalties can be applied if a score
is started but not submitted. If there has been a problem submitting your score, contact the Handicap
Secretary
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Pace of Play

‘Ready Golf’ is encouraged at Gifford for a social round or when playing in competitions. It is not always
appropriate in match play. A 3-ball playing 9 holes should easily get round in less than 1 hour 40 minutes and for a
3-ball playing 18 holes, 3 hours 30 minutes.

Please consider the following when playing:-

- Be mindful of your position on the course and be prepared to let a faster group through

- Itis now accepted that ‘Ready Golf’ is the norm even if it contravenes the traditions of golf etiquette

- Hit a provisional ball if in doubt

- Shorter hitters should drive first if the previous group are still on the fairway and potentially
reachable by the longer drivers

- Consider hitting your shot prior to assisting with a ball search which is now a maximum of 3 minutes

- Beready to play when it is your turn, glove on, club selected, and yardage confirmed etc

- Leave your clubs at the exit point of the green when possible

- Line up your putt whilst your partner is playing

- Remember to repair any pitch-marks you see on the green when waiting

- Putt out, rather than marking your ball, where appropriate

Medal Competitions

9-hole and 18-hole Stableford and Stroke-Play Medals are held throughout the season from March to September.
Look at the attached Fixtures Sheet or your Fixture Card to see the dates and times of all the medals.

Stroke-Play Medals are where you count every shot you take. The person with the fewest shots (after
deducting their handicap) will win the medal. An All Category Medal is where you can play with any
combination of gents, ladies and juniors and often can choose which tees to use.

are where you count points. The points you get depend on the number of handicap
strokes you have for each hole. The person with the most points will win the medal.
Friday Monthly Stableford Medals are held on Fridays from April to September. These are played over 9-
holes and are open to any combination across all categories (ladies, gents, junior).

To Enter Any Medal

To enter a Stroke-play or Stableford Medal, we use HowDidIDo. (Should you have difficulties registering or if
something has gone wrong with username/password please email hdidsupport@clubsystems.com ).

Enter your name against a suitable time. Medals usually have 2 or 3 players playing together.
In some competitions you can arrange to play with another member outside the allocated times on that day. In
others the times are fixed.

When you arrive at the Clubhouse please report to the Starter in the Clubhouse, who will tick your name off the
Start Sheet and collect any monies. You collect a score card, fill in your name, competition name and date if card
details not already added and swap with who will be your marker.

After you finish your round you enter your score into the computer in the main area of the Clubhouse. Check the
card is accurate and legible, that both you and your marker have signed the card before popping it into the ‘big
wooden box’ in the Clubhouse.

The results will be published and any handicap adjustments implemented.

During a 9 or 18-hole medal players are asked when they collect their card if they would like to enter the sweep
and 2’s Sweep by contributing £2 (£1.50 & £0.50). If you happen to complete a hole in 2 shots, you will be
entered into the 2. Placing in the competition will earn a share of the sweep prize money.
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Trophies

There are many trophies that can be won by Gifford members by playing in medals and competitions throughout
the year. Please look in the Fixture Card for further information.

An email will be sent when entries open for all the following competitions with details on how to enter.
Fun Competitions/Social Events/Other

The following Fun Competitions require no handicap to play in them, which is ideal for those who are just starting
to play golf. You are drawn to play with other members and are all played over 9-holes. It is a great way to meet
other members. There are drinks and snacks after the events.

Strings Competition — golfers carry a piece of string with them, the string counts as one of your shots and you
decide wisely where to use it during your round. Your handicap dictates how often you can use it.

Fun Competition — a format is decided for the evening — it maybe a Flag Competition where golfers are allocated
strokes, the first team out carries the flag and places it when they run out of strokes. If your team still has strokes
left, you carry the flag until you run out and so on. The team that carries the flag the furthest wins. It may also be
a Norwegian Format where you must throw the ball once per hole.

Ladies Day — a sociable day (format to be decided).

Guest Night (Foursomes) — you enter with a golfer from another club and are drawn to play with another member
and their guest.

Mixed Competitions

There are competitions throughout the season, such as the Diane Martin Trophy, the Sinclair Quaich and Oliver
Quaich. There is also the Gifford Open Mixed Greensomes. In some you need to find your partner, others you
enter and are then drawn to play with a partner.

If required, please ask for further information on any of the above or see the entry forms in the Clubhouse or the
website.

All Category Mixed Competitions
The Par 3 Competitions, the 3-Club Competition (you play with only 3 clubs in your bag plus your putter — the
choice is yours) and the Jimmy Renton Texas Scramble are “All Category” Competitions and are open to any

combination of ladies, gents and juniors. You will be advised by email when entries open and how to sign up.

The Open Pro-Am is also an All Category Competition. You are drawn a player from The Open and aggregate
score with that player.

These are all non-qualifiers for handicap.
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